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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITYPRIVATE 


Spring Quarter 2005


Professor Gibbs

PSYCHOLOGY 552:  Psychology of the Adult Years

(M W F 3:30-4:18 p.m.; Lazenby Hall room 0021)

COURSE ARRANGEMENTS
Standard class sessions will consist of lectures punctuated by opportunities for class discussion.  The lectures will explore relevant topics insufficiently discussed or merely alluded to in the textbook.  Students should refer to lecture outlines (available from the Tuttle Park Cop-Ez; see below) to facilitate their grasp of the lectures' main points.  Three of the class sessions will feature a film and discussion.  The two midterm examinations will each be preceded by a question-and-answer review session and followed by an exam-results feedback session.

All required reading assignments will be drawn from Papalia, Camp, & Feldman's Adult Development and Aging (NY: McGraw-Hill, 2002), available from the Millikin Road University Bookstore, Long's, or SBX.  Available from the Tuttle Park Cop-Ez are:  (a) the instructor's 2003 book Moral development and reality:  Beyond the theories of Kohlberg and Hoffman (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage; the book is optional but may be helpful for those students wishing to gain background to a number of the instructor's lectures); and (b) a course packet containing one-page outlines for all lectures as well as study questions for the textbook and lectures.  The study questions target for students the textbook information pertinent to the examinations.  There is no required paper writing assignment, although an optional book review can be done for extra credit.

Office consultations will be by appointment.  The instructor's office is located in Townshend Hall, room 219.  The instructor's phone number is 292-7918, and email address is gibbs.1@osu.edu.

DETERMINANTS OF GRADES FOR THE COURSE
Your grade for the course will be determined basically by your performance on the two midterm examinations and the final examination.  Each will generally account for one-third of your grade.  The final examination will cover only post-midterm material, and will be administered on the last day of classes.  An upward minor-grade adjustment is possible upon satisfactory completion of an optional extra credit exercise (see below).

OPTIONAL EXTRA CREDIT EXERCISE
Those who choose to do the extra credit exercise (a book review), and who complete it appropriately, will receive an upward adjustment of their final letter grade.  The adjustment will equal a minor grade increment (e.g., B+ to A-, B- to B, C to C+).  All book reviews must be submitted by the Friday class prior to the final week of classes.

Appropriate completion means the accomplishment of a typed, double-spaced, 3-5 page review of an approved book on psychology of the adult years.  Any book (not book chapter or article) cited under References in the textbook (pp. 537-585) is acceptable (use of a book not so listed must receive instructor permission; also, the instructor may recommend certain recent paperbacks).  To check for availability, use OSCAR or call 292-3900.  Keep in mind that a book review does not simply list a book's contents; rather, it thoughtfully communicates the book's central ideas.

DETAILS REGARDING EXAMS
The examination length and format will be the same for the two midterms and the final.  Each exam will consist of 35 items (even allowing approximately five minutes for test distribution, the 48-minute class period should allow adequate time for completion).  Comprising each exam's 35 items will be 28–30 items from the textbook, and 7–5 items from the lectures.  Students' preparation for the examinations should orient to the study questions and lecture outlines.  The test items will be multiple-choice.  A review session will be provided during regular class time prior to each exam.  

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course will be structured in accordance with the three examinations:  Midterm I; Midterm II; and Final (III).  Lectures (titles and outlines of which are in the Course Packet) will be presented according to the schedule below (please note that two classes in April are cancelled).

WEEK OF                      MONDAY

WEDNESDAY
FRIDAY
March 28-30/April 1

Intro

I

I
April 4-6-8



I

Review
Midterm 1

April 11-13-15


CANCELLED
Feedback
CANCELLED
April 18-20-22


II

II

II

April 25-27-29


II

II

II

May 2-4-6


 
II

Review
Midterm 2

May 9-11-13



Feedback
III 

III

May 16-18-20


III

III

III
May 23-25-27


III

III

III

May 30/June 1-3


[Mem. Day]
Review
Final Exam
            N.B.:  Final exam will be held on last day of classes, NOT during Finals Week.

The specific lectures and films to be presented during the schedule are indicated in the Course packet, a crucial study aid.  In addition to attending lectures, students should read chapters 1 through 3 of the textbook for Midterm 1; chapters 4 through 8 for Midterm 2; and chapters 9 through 13 for the Final.  Students are advised to read each chapter in its entirety before working with the study questions for that chapter.

